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AROUND THE COMMUNION

Williams to be enthroned 
as archbishop

The Most Rev. and Rt. Hon. Rowan
Williams is to be enthroned as the 104th
Archbishop of Canterbury on Feb. 27 at
Canterbury Cathedral, England. 

The Rt. Rev. Herbert Thompson Jr.
attended a ceremony in December con-
firming Williams as the “Lord Archbishop
of Canterbury, Primate of All England and
Metropolitan.’’ Bishop Thompson extend-
ed an invitation to the archbishop to visit
the Diocese of Southern Ohio.

Watch for more news about the
enthronement on the diocesan Web site,
www.episcopal-dso.org.

Keep praying,just not by
name

A new privacy act in Australia restricts
churches from placing names on prayer
lists in bulletins unless they are given spe-
cific permission. Clergy also are finding it
increasingly difficult to visit patients in
hospitals because of privacy legislation
restrictions.

“If there is any doubt about what the
individual's reasonable expectations are, it
is good privacy practice to check with
them first, especially where sensitive mat-
ters such as health or personal troubles are
involved,” said deputy privacy commis-
sioner Timothy Pilgrim. 

According to Anglican Bishop Roger
Herft of Newcastle, the act detracts from
the spontaneity of comfort a person
derives when they unexpectedly hear
their name read aloud on the prayer list.
He said that, while he understands an
individual's legal rights must be respect-
ed, people also were part of the human
family and should be able to care for
each other without restrictions. “It
would seem to me that the Privacy Act,

if it is not used sensibly, can contribute
to the biggest disease of mankind and
that is loneliness. People can feel com-
pletely left out of the loop if we are not
careful."

Seminary chosen as 
archive for African-American
Episcopalians

Under an agreement between Virginia
Theological Seminary and the Historical
Society of the Episcopal Church, the sem-
inary's library in Alexandria, Virginia has
been designated as the home for the docu-
ments illustrating the history of the
church's African-Americans. 

In the new archival project, the African-

American Episcopal Collection will
include a variety of media--oral histories,
institutional records and other documents,
as well as photographs--chronicling the
lives and experiences of blacks in the
church. The seminary library is named in
honor of the Bishop Payne Divinity
School, a seminary for the education of
African and African-American
Episcopalians that merged with Virginia
Seminary in 1953. The primary goal of the
new collection is to make its materials
available for both scholarly research and
education of the wider church. 

Prospective donors or those who want
additional information should contact
Mitzi Budde or Julia Randle at
703.461.1731.

S C H O L A R ’ S  C O R N E R

This question was easy to answer
200 years ago, when there was effec-
tively only one English Bible for
Protestants: the Authorized Version of
1611 (known in America as “the King
James Version” or KJV). While some
churches and individuals remain loyal
to the KJV, there are many newer
translations today, some of which are
revisions of the KJV. 

Here are some considerations when
choosing an English Bible:

■ Do you prefer a revision of the
King James Version or a new transla-
tion? People who were raised in
churches that used King James or one
of its revisions such as the Revised
Standard Version generally are famil-

iar and comfortable with the tradition-
al wording and style. They may prefer
a translation in the King James tradi-
tion of biblical translation, while oth-
ers may want a different translation.

■ Who will use the translation?
Bibles are written with different audi-
ences in mind. The New English
Bible, for instance, is written in
sophisticated, modern English that
might be too difficult for someone
with average or below average reading
skills. The Good News Bible, in con-
trast, was designed for native English
speakers who read at the eighth-grade
level and for those for whom English
is a second language.

■ What will
be the main
use of the
translation? A
Bible well-
suited for
Bible study
should proba-
bly be fairly
literal (word-
for-word),
have para-
graph head-
ings to help
“navigate”
around the

Bible, and have as many explanatory
footnotes and cross-references to other
relevant passages. A Bible for public
reading should be easy to read aloud
and easy to understand when heard.
This means there should be no

“tongue-twisters” to trip up the reader,
and the sentences cannot be too long
and complicated, or the people will
“get lost” and lose the sense of the
sentence. A Bible for public reading
also needs to have large enough print
to be read easily without having to be
held up close to the face.

■ Do you want a translation that
tries to be as literal (word-for-word) as
possible, or one that tries to express
the meaning of the verse in clear
English? I’ll address this issue more
in-depth in a future column.

The Rev. William G. Gartig, who holds a doc-
torate in Bible from Hebrew Union College,
will answer your questions about the Bible,
Episcopal life and other religious subjects.
Send questions to 2146 Cameron Ave. Apt.

5, Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631 or at 
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

What translation of the Bible should I buy?
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The 74th General Convention of the
Episcopal Church is only six months
away, running from July 30 to Aug. 8 in
Minneapolis. Each issue of Interchange
will feature convention facts, news and
interesting information to guide you as
the church prepares for the gathering.

■ Every three years, representatives
from all dioceses of the Episcopal
Church gather for 10 days to make
decisions that will guide the church for
the next three years. In 2000, more
than 10,000 Episcopalians came
together in Denver, Colorado.
Legislation is a key component of con-
vention. So, too, is the coming together
for discussion and prayer and mapping
out the future of the church.

■ Convention parallels in some ways

the life of the nation, dating to 1785
when the United States and the
Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA
were shaping the institutions that
would guide them in the future, accord-
ing to James Solheim, director of the
Episcopal Church's Office of News and
Information. The church adopted a bi-
cameral system with a House of
Deputies, half clergy and half laity rep-
resenting the dioceses, and a House of
Bishops, including active and retired
bishops of the church.

■ The National Altar Guild
Association will serve as the official
altar guild for General Convention. They
expect to use more than 280 loaves of
bread, 22 cases of wine, 2000 paper
purificators stamped with gold crosses,
80 altar guild workers and 23 vergers.

General Convention: At a glance


